CHAP. IX

ANXIOUS TO RETIRE
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tions with head-quarters had not "been pleasant. Each
day they grew more strained, and he longed for retire-
ment more ardently than ever.

Apart from politics his life at Dalkeith was pleasant
enough. In the short intervals of relaxation from busi-
ness he devoted himself to planting, gardening, and hunt-
ing, of which he was passionately fond. He was a man
of strong domestic affections, and they grew with advanc-
ing years. On the whole his family life was happy.
His wife was possessed of many good qualities. She
was devoted to him, and in spite of her sharp tongue
he was very fond of her. The loss of his baby son
G-eorge was a great and lasting grief, but Christopher,
his first-born, was left. Daughters he had none, but
Mary Monk, the eldest girl of his favourite brother,
had come to stay with him, and even now he was in
correspondence with her father about her marriage and
the dowry he was going to provide.

But however attractive grew the prospect of a quiet
life in Ireland far away from the din of politics, retire-
ment was now out of the question. On July 5th, 1659,
he found it his duty to write the following warning to
the Council of State: "I make bold to acquaint you
that I hear that Charles Stuart hath laid a great design
both in England and Ireland, but as yet I hear nothing
that he hath written over to this country concerning
that business. I am confident that if he had I should
have heard of it."

By a strange irony almost as he penned the words
his cousin, Sir John Grenville, was in consultation with
Lord Mordaunt as to the best method of making the
general a party to their design. It was the wide-at was all. He informed the Government of Royalist
